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34 The Old Testament Student. 

v. 5, people flock to him and accept his v. 7, he preaches of one to come, his 

teaching. superior, 

v. 6, John's dress and food. v. 8, who is to do a mightier work. 

2) Study the connection of these verses, and again write out the thought of those which may 
be joined together ; e.g.: 

vs. 2,3, O. T. Prophecy that a herald shall proclaim the coming of the Christ. 
vs. 4-8, John appears as a religious leader, attracts multitudes, lives as a prophet, speaks of one 
to follow him, his superior in person and work. 

3) Now join together v. 1, vs. 2,3, and vs. 4-8, and thus obtain the real idea of the entire pas- 
sage; e.g.: 

Jesus Christ's ministry begins with the ministry of John, who in his person, work, and words 
fulfills the prophecy of the herald of the Christ. 

4) Finally, test all this by reading once more vs. 1-8, and deciding whether the condensation 
thus arrived at is, in general, correct. 

T. The Material Applied.* 

1. The Ascetic Life. Cf. vs. 4,6; Lk. 1:15-17,80. What elements of strength 

and of weakness in such a life ? 

2. Eighteousness. 1) Under the inspiration of what belief did John preach 

reformation to the people? Cf. Mt. 3:12. 2) The Gospel principle and 
ground of morality. Cf. Col. 3:1-4. 3) Need of an ideal basis for practical 
morality. 

3. Humility. 1) Manifested by John. 2) A source of insight in him, cf. John 

3:27-30. 3) An element of power in all character. 



STUDY II.— THE PBEPABATION OF THE CHEIST. MAEK 1:9-13. 

[In taking up each new " study," let the preceding one be reviewed.] 

Resume. I. Give a brief account of the movement inspired by John. 2. Its characteristics. 
3. John's work as complete and independent. 4. John's work as incomplete and a prepa- 
ration. 5. Conditions of its final success. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Examine carefully Mark 1:9-13, and note the following points : 

1. The journey of Jesus and his Bap- 4. to the "Wilderness (v. 12); 

tism (v. 9) ; 5. his stay and three-fold experience 

2. the Vision (v. 10) ; there (v. 13). 

3. the Voice (v. 11) ; 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. The Baptism. 1) Mt. 3:13-17. Observe (a) feeling and words of John (v. 14); (b) reply of 

Jesus (v. 15); (c) other verbal differences (vs. 16,17). 

2) Lk. 3:21,22. Note (a) the circumstances of the baptism; (b) Jesus after baptism (v. 21); 
(c) the Spirit's appearance (v. 23). 

3) John 1:32-34. Note (a) the abiding of the Spirit; (b) the oracle to John (v. 33); (c) the tes- 
timony of John (vs. 32,34). 

2. The Temptation. 1) Mt. 4:1-11. Remark (a) the Spirit's purpose (v. 1); (b) condition of Jesus 

(v. 2); (c) order of events (vs. 2,11); (d) names given to Satan (vs. 1,3); (e) details of the 
temptation (vs. 3-10). 
2) Lk. 4:1-13. Note (a) spiritual state of Jesus (v. 1); (b) additional details (vs. 5,6,13). 



"The purpose and meaning of the " material " is to be brought into relation with the per- 
sonal and social life of the present. What is the teaching of the passage for to-day V Thus the 
student should aim to apply not a word here and there, or a verse here and there, but the great 
facts, the prominent ideas of the passage as a whole. Only the briefest hints of application can 
be suggested to be worked out in detail according to the time and inclination of the student. 
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III. The Material Explained. 

1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 

1) V. 9. (a) Galilee. Where? 4) T. 12. Driveth. How? Cf. Ezek. 8:3; Acts 

(b) Nazareth. Where? Its connection 8:39; etc. What reasons for inferring 

with the life of Jesus? that Jesus was in an ecstatic state? 

2) V. 10. (a) Straightway. A favorite word. Note 5) T. 13. (a) Forty days tempted. Cf. Ex. 34:38; 

the frequency of its use in this chap- 1 Kgs. 19:8. How reconcile this state- 

ter. ment with Mt. 4 :2,3 ? 

(b) Bent asunder. Vivid. (b) Satan. Cf. 1 Chron. 21:1; Job 1:6; 

(c) As a daoe. Observe punctuation (R. Zech. 3:1. Meaning of the name? 
V.). Cf. Lk. 3:22. Is this (1) in a dove- Compare other terms, " devil' * and 
like manner, i. e. gently, or (2) in the "tempter " (Mt. 4:1,3). 

form of a dove? (c) Wild beasts. Note Mark's habit of 

3) V. 11. (a)Avoiee. Did others hear it? Cf.Mt. vivid detail. Cf . v. 10. 

3 :17 ; Mk. 9 :7. (d) Ministered. In what respects ? Cf . 

(b)My son. Cf. Ps. 2:7. Am weU Mt. 25:44. At what period? Cf.Mt. 4:11. 

pleased; lit. "was well pleased." What (e) Mark does not mention the result 

conclusion from the use of the past of the temptation. Any reason for 

tense? Cf. Lk. 2:40; Johnl:l,2; 17:24. this? 

2. GENEBAL TOPICS. 

1) Jesus.* Bead Mt. 1:1-2:23 ; Lk. 1:26-38 ; 2:1-52, and classify results obtained 

under the following heads : (a) genealogy ; (b) birth ; (c) events of infancy ; 

(d) events of childhood; (e) growth, Lk. 2:40,52 (cf. Lk. 1:80); (f) self- 
knowledge, as Son of God, as the Christ, Lk. 2:49. 

2) John and Jesns. (a) Their relationship (Lk. 1:36), and previous intercourse, 

cf. Lk. 1:39-56; Mt. 3:14; John 1:29,31 ; (b) gather John's estimate of Jesus 
as regards (1) his humanity, John 1:30; (2) his character, Mt. 3:14; (3) his 
dignity and mission, John 1:34,29; 3:31,34; (c) what influence, if any, did 
John's ministry have upon Jesus, (1) personally or (2) in his work ? cf. v. 9 ; 
Mt. 3:14,15; John 1:35-37. 

3) The Baptism of Jesns. (a) Bearing in mind the significance of John's baptism (cf . Study I.), 

note (1) John's objection, Mt. 3:14; (2) certain respects in which this baptism had not the 
same meaning for Jesus as for the others. Inquire (b) why Jesus came to be baptized, 
whether (1) as an example to the multitudes, (2) as an Israelite, one of a sinful people, or 
(3) to mark the laying aside of his private life and the entrance upon a public career. 
(c) In view of Mt. 3:15, decide whether the baptism was to Jesus a means to attain to a 
more righteous state, (d) Study the " Descent of the Spirit " that followed. Would the 
Spirit have come upon Jesus if he had not submitted to baptism? Cf. v. 10; Lk. 3:21. 

(e) Eesult of the whole event (vs. 9-11), (1) to John, cf. John 1:32,33; (2) to Jesus; decide 
whether it marked a change in his nature or personal character, a completer conscious- 
ness of his mission, or new endowments for entering upon his public ministry. Cf . Isa. 
11:2; Lk.4:l; Mk. 1:12; John 1:32. 

4) The Temptation, (a) Is this event mythical or historical? In favor of its 

historical character note (1) its simplicity and originality ; (2) its fitness at 
this period in the life of Jesus at the beginning of the public ministry and 
when he was filled with the Spirit, (b) If historical, was it (1) an objective 
external event, or (2) is the narrative a symbolic picture of what went on in 
the mind of Jesus ? (c) Decide as to the interpretation of the details (Lk. 
4:3-12 and parallels) whether (1) literal events, or (2) symbolic, (d) Its signi- 
ficance in the life of Jesus, (1) as revealing his nature, e. g. possibility of 



* Many interesting and difficult questions arise in connection with this topic, but the student 
is requested to restrict himself to the outline suggested here and to master the facts given in the 
passages cited. 
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temptation, etc.; (2) as throwing light upon the purpose and method 
with which he entered on his public ministry ; (3) as suggesting the diffi- 
culties awaiting him (Lk. 4:13) ; (4) as establishing him in his character ; 
(5) Heb. 2:18. 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Classify the material under the following heads (cf . Study I. ; Iv.) : 

1) persons; 2) places; 3) events; 4) literary data; 5) Jesus as man; 6) Jesus as more than man. 

2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement (follow method suggested in Study 

I.), e.g.: 
i 1. v. 9, Jesus coming is baptized by John. 

v. 10, After baptism, from the open heaven, the Spirit descends on him ; 
v. 11, A voice from heaven speaks approvingly to him. 

Jesus is baptized, receives the Spirit and hears an approving voice from heaven. 
S 2. v. 12, At once the Spirit drives him to the wilderness. 

v. 13, Where among wild beasts he is tempted by Satan and ministered to by angels. 
Under the Spirit's impulse he seeks the wilderness and there is tempted by Satan. 
%i 1, 2. Jesns Is baptized and receives the Spirit at whose impulse he seeks the wilderness and 
there is tempted. 

Y. The Material Applied. 

1. Symbols. The usefulness of Symbols in religion (e. g. Baptism) : 

1) to develop personal religious life ; 

2) to preserve the purity of religious teaching ; 

3) to illustrate and testify to religious truth. 

2. Temptation. 1) Distinguish it from trial ; 2) the blessing in it ; 3) the need 

of a more than human power to resist it ; 4) the peculiar temptations of the 
spiritual life. 



STUDY III.— BEGINNING IN GALILEE. MAEK 1:14-20. 

. 1. What four events preparatory to the ministry of Jesus ? 2. Show how each was a 
preparation. 3. From the material already gathered form a general conception of Jesus 

as he enters on hiB ministry. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Note the following points in vs. 14-20 : 

1. The time; Jesus enters Galilee ; 5. their response (v. 18) ; 

his work (v. 14) ; 6. sees James and John ; their 

2. his words (v.15) ; work (v. 19); 

3. sees Simon and Andrew (v. 16) ; 7. he calls them ; their response 

4. his invitation (v. 17) ; (v. 20). 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. Entry into Galilee. 1) Mt. 4:12-17. Note (a) places (v. 13); (b) 0. T. prophecy (vs. 14-16); (c) 

preaching begun (v. 17). 

2) IA. 8:23; 4:14-30. Note (a) age of Jesus; (b) at Nazareth (4:16-30); effect of his work, (vs. 
14,15). 

3) John 4:1-8,46-54. Observe (a) region left, reasons for leaving (vs. 1-3); (b) attitude of 
Galileans (v. 45); (c) at Cana (vs. 46-54). 

2. Call of followers. l)IIt. 4:18-22. Observe the almost verbal agreement. 

2) Iik. 5:1-11. Classify (a) points of agreement with Mk.; (b) pointsof difference; (e) added 
facts or details. Decide whether this is, (a) the same event more fully narrated; (b) a 



